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Update on Spitzoid and Blue nevus-like melanocytic lesions
Emphasis on molecular studies informing diagnosis, prognosis and 

therapy



Update on Spitz nevus and Spitzoid Melanoma

Spitz nevus 

family of lesions

Spitz nevus Spitzoid Melanoma
Atypical Spitz Tumor 

(AST)

????



Pink papule on the cheek of a 9 year old boy
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Changing pink-red papule on the thigh of a 49 year old man
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Invasive melanoma with Spitz features



Spitz nevus, Spitzoid Melanoma and Atypical Spitz Tumors

Spitzoid lesions

Spitz nevus
Å Size <10 mm

Å Symmetric

Å Well-circumscribed

Å Epidermal hyperplasia

Å Kamino bodies common

Å Rarely ulcerated

Å Discontinuous intraepidermal 

proliferation

Å Minimal pagetoid spreadð

confined to center

Å Well spaced cells in dermis

Å Mitotic figures only 

superficial

Å Monotonous atypia with   

maturation

Spitzoid melanoma
Å Size >10 mm

Å Asymmetric

Å Poorly circumscribed

Å Minimal epidermal changes

Å Kamino bodies uncommon

Å Ulceration not uncommon

Å Continuous intraepidermal 

proliferation

Å Prominent pagetoid spreadð

including at the edges

Å Dense, sheet-like, expansile

Å Mitotic figures common 

throughout

Å Prominent cytologic atypia  

without maturation



Reproducible criteria for the distinction among Atypical 

Spitz Tumors have been historically difficult to establish 


