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Lymphadenopathies mimicking lymphoma 

• Diagnostic challenge  

• Individual case features important 

• Frequent (~ 6-10% of cases) frequent pitfalls 

• Imply a great variety of rare diseases 

• Advanced methods needed for clarification 

• Decision and correct diagnosis absolutely 

essential for treatment 

Important 



Lymphadenopathies mimicking lymphoma 

 Non-Lymphoma                           Lymphoma 

A non- suspicious lymph node 

An intranodal tumor-like lesion 

A suspicious immunostain 

An unusual pattern 

The never-ending EBV story 

ALCL – lymphohistiocytic variant 

„In situ“, early,partial involvemant 

Hodgkin lymphoma,classical & NLPHL 

PTCL, follicular/parafollicular variant 

EBV related LPD‘s 

& vice versa 



Lymphadenopathies mimicking lymphoma 

 Non-Lymphoma                           Lymphoma 

Kikuchi‘ lymphadenitis 

Extrafollicular activation 

IgG4- RSD lymohadenopathy 

ALPS lymphadenopathy 

& vice versa 

ALCL – lymphohistiocytic variant 

„In situ“, early,partial involvemant 

Hodgkin lymphoma,classical & NLPHL 

PTCL, follicular/parafollicular variant 

EBV related LPD‘s 



Neoplastic Non-

Lymphoma 
Lymphoma 

Lymphadenopathies mimicking lymphoma 

& vice versa 

Lymphoepithelial Carcinoma 

AML 

Liposarcoma 

Rhabdomyosarcoma        etc. 

DLBCL, PMBL 

Hodgkin Lymphoma 

ALCL 



Pseudolymphoma 

• Bad term ( no diagnosis) 

• Used  as descriptive term implying a 
clinical or pathological suspicion for 
lymphoma not verified by further analysis 
(e.g. lymphocytosis cutis benigna) 

• Ill-defined tumoral, benign or pseudo-
neoplastic conditions (e.g. Mb. Castleman, 
IgG4-RSD, progressive transformation of 
germinal centers ) 



Typical Pitfalls in Lymph node 

pathology 

Reactive changes Neoplastic changes 

Overview ( low 

magnification) Unsuspicious l.n. 

Kikuchi-Lymphadenitis 

Interfollicular Hodgkin L. 

Follicular Lymphoma 

Grade 3 

Partial  Infiltration 

Cytology Sinusoidal B Cell Reaction 

Extrafollicular 

Plasmoblasts 

NLPHL 

Immune 

Histochemistry 

BCL-2 

CD30 

Immunglobulin light chains 

Molecular Pathology 
clonal  Immune reactions? 

BCL-2 neg. Follicular 

Lymphoma 

Clonality in PTCL 


