
Workshop Case # 4( H 8179/10 

a.o.) 

   39 years old female patient. 2 years ago a 

mammary cancer had been treated by 

local resection and local irradiation.  

   Now significantly enlarged axillary lymph 

nodes were detected. A lymph node of 4,5 

cm in diameter was biopsied. 
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Progressive transformation of Germinal 

Centers 

Histology 

ÅEnlarged Germinal centers 

ïSmall lymphocytes 

ïFew centrocytes, centroblasts, immunoblasts 

ïFew plasma cells 

ïMottled FDC network 

ÅNo starry sky macrophages 

ÅSurrounded by activated Germinal centers 

ÅFlorid PTGC: excessive in number 

 

Lennert und Müller-Hermelink 1975 



Progressive transformation of Germinal 

Centers 

Clinical features 
ÅYoung adult males with localized lymphadenotpathy 

ï10% of follicular hyperplasia associated with PTGC 

ÅRecurrance in 14/66 cases  

ÅAssociation to NLPHL in 11/66 cases 

ï3 PTGC after NLPHL 

ï4 simultanous 

ï3 relapsing PTGC with subsequent NLPHL 

ÅPediatric patients 

ï20% recur 

ïBenign clinical course 

Am J Clin Pathol 1990 Feb;93(2):219-26 



Progressive transformation of Germinal 

Centers 

Differential Diagnosis 

ÅNon-specific lymphadenitis 

ÅALPS syndrome 

ÅNodular lymphocyte predominant Hodgkinós 

lymphoma 

Am J Clin Pathol 1990 Feb;93(2):219-26 
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Differential Diagnosis 

PTGC NLPHL

LN structure

isolated PTGC

activated follicles

effacement of structure

tightly packed PTGC

diffuse areas

Cellular composition

small lymphocytes

centrocytes

centroblasts

immunoblasts

L&H blasts:

ï popcorn morphology

ï CD20, J-chain, EMA

ï T-cell rosettes (CD57)
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H 8179/10 IgG H 8179/10 IgG4 
50 % 
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Slide Workshop Case # 3b                       

(E 7674/11) 

Å45 years old man axillary 

lymphadenopathy of 2,5 cm in diameter. 

Persistent unexplained 

lymphadenopathies as already 3 X 

biopsies have been taken over the last two 

years. CT Scan showed enlarged 

retroperitoneal lymph nodes. 
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