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Malignant Tumors of the Eyelid

N = 825

1)Basal Cell Carcinoma 600 (73%)

2)Sebaceous Carcinoma 69 (8%)

3)Squamous Cell Carcinoma 47 (6%)

Others including melanoma 109(13%)
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Where does Sebaceous 

Carcinoma occur?

Â75% in the periocular region

Â18%   other areas in the head and 

neck region

Â7%     elsewhere
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Sebaceous Carcinoma

Great Masquer

ÂPatient symptoms initially mild

ÂClinician inexperienced

ÂSC mimics benign disease or other 
tumors 

Âchalazion, inflammation

ÂBCC, SqCC

ÂPathologistinexperienced

ÂSC mimics SqCC, BCC and 
Undifferentiated Ca
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Fernandes, BF; Martins, CM; Heckler, LV; Arthurs, B; Codère, F; 

Burnier Jr., MN. Sebaceous carcinoma of the eyelid.  ANZ J Surg, 2009.

Clinical diagnosis (27 Cases):

Â9 SebC

Â9 other carcinomas (BCC or SqC)

Â5 chalazion

Â3 others

Accuracy of the clinical diagnosis of 

Sebaceous Carcinoma
Â 0%. Wolfe, JT et al. Am J Surg Pathol, 1984

Â 10%. Doxanas et al. Arch Ophthalmol, 1984

Â 32%. Shields, JA, et al. Ophthalmology, 2004

Â 37.5%. Muqit, MM, et al. Eye, 2004
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Sebaceous Cell Carcinoma - Chalazion

Â1060 patients with Chalazion

Â68 cases ḩistopathological diagnoses

Â17 cases of malignant neoplasms

Â14 cases of Sebaceous Cell Carcinoma

PC Ozdal, F Codere, S Callejo, AL Caissie, MN Burnier Jr. Accuracy of the 

clinical diagnosis of chalazion. Eye 18:135-8, 2004.
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chalazion
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óMapô Biopsy
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Sebaceous Carcinoma

Pathology Misdiagnosis

Â23 men & 17 women .

Â11 (27 .5% ) diagnosed as BCC

Â10 (25 % ) diagnosed as SqCC

MT Doxanas, WR Green. Sebaceous Gland Carcinoma. Review of 40 cases. 

Arch Ophthalmol. 102:245-9, 1984.



Alexandre Nakao Odashiro 

SEBACEOUS CARCINOMA

HISTOPATHOLOGY

ÂVacuolated cytoplasm (lipid deposit)

ÂPleomorphic cells

ÂRound or polyhedral nuclei

ÂProminent nucleoli

ÂMitotic figures

ÂComedonecrosis

ÂPagetoid spread
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Histopath pics
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