Causes of Adult Mortality as Determined at Autopsy
in Pre-independent (British Rule) era and early Post-
independent era in The Grant Medical College,
Mumbai-India

(A Retrospective Analysis of 13024 autopsies between 1884 and 1966)

Prof. D. N. Lanjewar, Mumbai, India
Presenter: Dr. Gupta Pallav

Wednesday, 06 February 2019



This paper describes a story of How news
paper information led to investigation of a
largest autopsy series at Grant Medical
College, Mumbai, India
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Medical Colleges in Pre independent India

Medical College Year of
before 1947 Establishment

West Bengal 1835
(Kolkata) Medical
College, Kolkata

GRANT MEDICAL COLLEGE & SIR J.J. HOSPITAL, MUMBAI

Madras Medical 1835

College, Chennai

Grant Medical 1845 T - :

College, Mumbai o = PATHOLOGY SCHOOL
King George 1911

Medical College,

Lucknow

Patna Medical 1925

College, Patna
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In 1897; in Bombay state of India, Robert Koch carried out
experiments for investigation of plague epidemic at the
Grant Medical College, Mumbai.

Robert Koch’s work place at GMC used for preservation of specimens
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Hemant Shirodka

THE ‘FATHER OF
BACTERIOLOGY’

FORGOTTEN: This is the J J lab where Koch worked

ORLD-BEATER

. THE TIMES O INDIA, MUMBA
" SATURDAY. MARCH 24, 2007




: THE TIMES OF INDIA, MUMBAI
Koch’s room  eyrienay MARCH 24, 2007

MY .StOI‘eS But the city and the J J authorities seem
SPECCIHMCIIS {0 have done their best to obliterate all mem:
vadhavi raiadakena [ OLY OF this rave piece of medical heritage.
Koch’s room has all but been forgotten on the
sprawling J J campus,
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To Act Positively

* To clean Robert Koch’s work place

* To Prepare proposal for its renovation
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Autopsy records locked in cupboards,
binding became loose, pages were torn
and were coming out

Due to insects, organisms, humidity,
improper temperature, and Human
ignorance
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Literature Search

The hidden autopsy data was not

analyzed and published previously
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Examination of records
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Fumigation of autopsy archives
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. : . Potassium permanganate In steel plates
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The book as found The book renovated
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V. R. Khanolkar, P. V. Gharpure, H. I. Jhala R. K.

Gadgil, Bharat Nathani, C. I. Jhala, Vijay Joshi,
lla Mirahandani

January 6, 2016
Dr. Vijay Joshi (USA) and Dr. lla Mirchandani

(USA) looking at the autopsy records written by
ad ani” themselves
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Observations

* Records traceable from
* Registers reviewed

» Total No. of autopsies

* Adult autopsies

* Pediatric autopsies

* Medico legal autopsies
o Still birth autopsies

* Inconclusive autopsies

: 1884

- 79

: 18578
: 13024
: 2340
: 3034
: 40

: 140
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10197 (78%) were males and 2827 (22%) were females
Maximum deaths, 7201 (55%) in the age range of 21- 40 years.
Infections were the cause of death in 7281 (56%)
Cardiovascular diseases in 2138 (16%) patients,

Neoplasms in 963 (7%) patients.

Disagreement between clinical diagnosis and postmortem findings
in 4105 (31%)

The discrepancy between ante mortem and postmortem diagnosis in
pre histology era (before 1950) was found in 3053 (34%) out of 8951
patients while in

Post histology era (after 1950) discrepancy was found in 1019 (25%)
out of 4073 patients.
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Conclusions

 Historical collections provide base-line data against which
modern observations can be compared.

* Such collections also offer scientists a window on the past
e Historical collections also act as a reference for research

* The autopsy has an important role in providing
information of old time diseases.

* Medical institutes possessing old autopsy records;
specimens, paraffin blocks and slides should preserve
and publish such historical collections.
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ICP-AIPNA International CMEs

Dr. S. J. Nagalotimath (India)

Dr. Vijay Joshi (AIPNA-USA)

23 International CMEs completed till 2017

Faculties of AIPNA participated: 250

Postgraduates & faculties benefited: 10,000
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