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Introduction

* Pathology : not well known by the medical community, unpopular
among medical students.

* In Casablanca : only 5 pathology residents by Oct. 2018

and medical students have?

»Why pathology is seen as less attractive than other specialties by
medical students ??



Pathology Training in Morocco

* Courses :
- 3" Year of studies : General Pathology (25 hrs)
- 4t Year of studies : Anatomical Pathology (50 hrs)

* Rotations :
- 3 weeks for Med Students once during their studies

- Residents of some clinical specialities (Oncology, Pneumology,
Dermatology, Forensics)

* Residency : 4 years



Material & Methods

* Online Survey (on Google Forms)
* Shared in medical groups (Facebook) and sent by email

* Medical students (of the 5 Faculties of Medicine) and physicians in
Morocco

* Questions about :
- Students and physicians opinion about Pathology courses
- Students affinity for Pathology
- General knowledge about Pathology



Results & Discussion

* 337 respondents
M —87 (25,8 %)
- 244 (72,4 %)

* 27,9% of the participants were Medical Students and 72,1% were
graduate MD (Residents, General Practitioners, Specialists)



Knowledge about Pathology

* 5% didn't know that pathology was a medical specialty or never heard
about it (students of 15t or 2"d years of studies who hadn’t had yet a
Pathology course)

* Knowledge about techniques used in Pathology labs :
- Light microscopy was the most well-know technique (93%)
- Gross examination (91%)
- Immunochemistry (75%)
- Molecular pathology (42%)



i@: Exposure to Pathology

* 19 % did a rotation in a Pathology Lab

* 80% attended Pathology lectures
- From those :
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A worldwide issue ?

<-"When questioned about their satisfaction with the current form of
teaching which mainly consisted of lectures only 9 % strongly agreed.

<>The proportions that strongly disagreed, disagreed and slightly
disagreed added up to 43 %.

<>When asked to evaluate the statement that the current curriculum
should be modernized 32 % strongly agreed, 24 % agreed and 23 %
slightly agreed.”

Herrmann FE & al. A survey study on student preferences regarding pathology teaching in Germany: a call for
curricular modernization. BMC Medical Education. 2015 Dec;15(1):94



Students’ level of agreement with the statement that the type of course mentioned in the
labels on the left should be included in the modernized curriculum
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Herrmann FE & al. A survey study on student preferences regarding pathology teaching in Germany: a call for
curricular modernization. BMC Medical Education. 2015 Dec;15(1):94.



Pathology as a specialty?

* 91 % of Medical students asked if they had ever considered Pathology
as a specialty answered no

* Reason : No patient contact
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A worldwide issue ?

Table 4 Reasons why clinical residents chose not to specialize

in pathology
Theme Proportion of
respondents *

Prefer patient contact, prefer treating patients 75%

Insuftic pathology 18%
or pathologists in medical school

Pathology seems boring/repetitive 17%

Prefer a different specialty 14%

Did not like histology/laboratory work in 13%
medical school

Not enough contact with other people 7%

Too academic/scientific 5%

Want living patients/avoid death, antopsies 4%

Low prestige, poor reputation 1%

* Total is greater than 100% because most respondents cite more
than one reason for not choosing pathology.

Ford JC. If not, why not? Reasons why Canadian postgraduate trainees chose—or did not choose—to become
pathologists. Human pathology. 2010 Apr 1;41(4):566-73.



* “Pathology is one of the least popular choices for specialization,
with one survey of Australian trainees showing that

only approximately 3% of trainees enter this discipline.”
Lee AY. Medical students and a career in pathology. Australian Medical Student Journal. 2013;72(8):6.

* “Medical students tend to regard pathology with less prestige than

other disciplines”
Furnham AF. Medical students’ beliefs about nine different specialties. Br Med J. 1986,;293(6562):1607-10.

* “Medical students also remarked that pathology was clinically
invisible, it was a mere basic science with little clinical applications,
and they highlighted negative stereotypes of pathologists, including

n”n

being “introverts””.

Hung T, Jarvis-Selinger S, Ford JC. Residency choices by graduating medical students: why not pathology?
Hum Pathol. 2011,42(6):802-7.



Conclusions -

* Challenges for today Pathologists :
v'Delivering more attractive Pathology courses to medical students
v'Apply modern information technology

v'"More efforts in communication to challenge misconceptions and
stereotypes : the pivotal role of pathology, the great perspectives,
comfortable income, the attractive lifestyle
of pathologists...

Improve attractiveness of this discipline and
recruit more students

www.pathopedia-gdia.com



